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DIPLOMATIC DEVELOPMENTS AND BLOC REACTION 

First Deputy Foreign Minister Kuzaeteov yesterday 
protested to Ambassador St*ven6on and Mr. McCloy, on 
Instructions from his government , over 'Very unpleasant 
•vents" which had taken place with respect to Soviet 
ships sailing from Cuba to the USSR. 'The wasters of 
three "Soviet ships — the ALEK5ANDR0VSK, DIVNOGORSK, and 
70LG0LES-- had reported to Moscow that they had been 
asked "by US -destroyers to open their hatches under 
threat of force if they did not comply with this "il- 
legitimate demand." 

Kuznetsov complained that such action on the part 
of the US vessels was in "gross contradiction" with 
the US-Soviet understanding on inspection. Be further 
emphasized that the interference had occurred outside 
the quarantine zone. 

He also noted that the DIVNOGORSK and VOLGOLES 
were missile-carrying ships and bad been visually ob- 
served by US vessels prior to the incident. The 
ALEKSANDROVSK, be said, was not carrying missiles and 
not ir eluded in the Soviet list of ships subject to 
visual observation. 

Late yesterday Mr. McCloy advised Kuznetsov that 
while a complete report was not available, the inter- 
preter involved in at least one of the incidents was 
not well qualified in Russian, and that any misunder- 
standing regarding the opening of hatches probably 
resulted from poor translation. 

He then pointed out that since some of the Soviet 
ships carried a different number of missiles than the 
US had been advised, the Soviets should be liberal 
with us as to what ships are observed. 

U Thant 's new proposal for on-site verification, 
as was suspected, turned out to be use of the five 
Latin American ambassadors still in Cuba. Bunche on 
8 November showed the US delegation the draft of a 
letter from the Secretary General to Castro suggesting 
these ambassadors be invited to serve as an inspection 
team. The Cuban UN delegate asked for and received a 
copy of the draft letter, but made no comment on its 
contents . 

Mass demonstrations to express support of Cuba con- 
tinue "across the breadth and length of China," according 
to the Peiping press. The Chinese may keep up the popular 
rallies while Mikoyan is in Cuba, with a vie*- to encouraging 
Castro to resist Soviet pressures. 

•3- 


At a KLM board meeting in The Hague on 8 November, 
the airline decided not to resume service to Havana. 
Pan American Airways, Mexicana, and Iberia have also 
decided against resuming service to Cuba for the time 
being or have delayed a decision. This leaves only 
the Czech, Soviet and Cuban airlines serving Cuba. 
Czech and Cuban service has been drastically re- 
stricted by the shortage of adequate aircraft and 
recently by maintenance problems. 
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In Canada, a prominent Conservative party leader 
has publicly recommended that Canada cut off diplomatic 
and trade relations with Cuba. George Hogan , who has 
been Prime Minister Diefenbaker 's campaign manager 
for three vears , also proposed that Canada give the 
senior Canadian Air Force officer in NORAD authority 
to place Canadian defenses on the alert. He said 
these actions would indicate Canada's solidarity 
with the US and restore the confidence of Canada's 
Allies and "perhaps our own self-respect." 
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